
Heard Museum Guild 

present . . . Land of the Seri 

October 21-24, 2018 
 

Living along the coast of the Gulf of California where the 

desert meets the sea, the Seri (Comca’ac) were a nomadic people numbering in the 

thousands when first encountered by the Spanish in the 16th century, migrating seasonally 

between the Río San Miguel in central Sonora to the coast and Isla Tiburón. Living in an 

inhospitable land, these traditional hunter/gatherers relied on the edible and useful plants 

of the Sonoran Desert, its wildlife and the bounty of the sea to survive where others could 

not.  Resistant to early Spanish attempts to bring them into the mission system, and later 

impacted by the forced assimilation/extermination polices of the Mexican government, by 

the beginning of the 20th century the remaining Seri (about 300 in 1930) had consolidated 

along the coastline, retreating into the remote mangroves and canyons of Isla Tiburón 

when threatened. With Tiburón now an ecological preserve, the majority of Seri today 

reside on communal lands between the small fishing villages of Punta Chueca and El 

Desemboque. Still somewhat isolated, despite the development of Kino Bay by the tourism 

industry, they work as fishermen and craftspeople, noted for their stone and ironwood 

carvings and distinctive baskets made of limberbush.   
 

Travel with the Heard Guild this fall to explore the world of the little-known Seri. Our 
guides are cultural historian Jesús García and historical raconteur 
Greg Scott, enthusiastically sharing with us perhaps the least 
contacted indigenous group in Mexico.  In addition we’ll also 
explore the natural and geological history of the Central Gulf 
Coast subdivision of the Sonoran Desert.  
 
Our host is Stephen Bernier of South of the Border 
Tours.   Traveling by motorcoach 
from Phoenix, our voyage of 

discovery includes the Seri Museum in Nuevo Bahía Kino, 
a panga ride to the mangroves of Isla Tiburón, birding the 
estuary of Laguna de la Cruz,  a walk in a cardón forest, 
and of course, meetings with the Seri people themselves. 
Our adventure also includes musical serenades at sunset 
cocktail receptions, time on the beach of Kino Bay with 
its intensely blue water, daily helpings of fresh seafood and opportunities to support the 
Seri with purchases of their handcrafts.  Cost of this travel ed-venture includes 
motorcoach transportation, accommodations, activities and guide services, all tips and all 



meals. 

Day 1     PHOENIX TO HERMOSILLO 

After our border crossing, we drive through a region of small 

agrarian pueblos and visit a traditional orchard before lunch 

in the town of Santa Ana. Continuing to Hermosillo, we’ve 

scheduled a visit to the Cerro de Trincheras Museum and 

Archaeological Site for a look at the prehistoric Trincheras 

culture.   

  

Day 2     BAHIA KINO 

We start the day with an introduction to Seri culture at the Seri Museum 

in Kino Bay before heading to Punta Chueca to meet the Seris themselves. 

In the morning its a panga ride to Isla Tiburón for mangroves and shell 

middens before lunch with the villagers. In the afternoon it’s all about 

Seri crafts from pant to basket or carving.  

  

Day 3                              SAND, SURF and CARDONS 

You have free time this morning to enjoy the beach or opt for another 

panga ride to Isla Alcatraz for birding and wildlife viewing. On the way 

to an early dinner at a local oyster farm, we detour to hike a giant 

cardón forest.  

  

Day 4                             KINO BAY TO PHOENIX 

We depart this stark and rich desert landscape. Rest break in Hermosillo. Lunch at Famous 

Leo’s Taqueria in Imuris, followed by the border crossing and home.  

  

Limited Participation 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Heard Museum Guild presents Land of the Seri  Oct. 21-24, 2018 
Tour Rate - $1175.  Single Supplement - $175.00 

 
$500 per person deposit to reserve your space.   Payment in full due by Sept. 21 2018 

 
Send in this registration with payment to: 

South of the Border Tours, 7937 East Coronado Rd., Tucson, AZ  85750 
Make checks payable to:  South of the Border Tours.   

We accept visa or mastercard, please call the office with your credit card info 
 

For questions regarding tour, please contact us at 520-760-4000 or email 
southofthebordertours@msn.com 

 
 
 

NAME_________________________________________ROOMMATE________________________________________ 

 

ADDRESS________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

CITY_______________________________________________STATE_________ZIP_______________ 

 

TEL______________________________________EMAIL__________________________________________________ 

 

___________TRAVEL POLICIES: South of the Border Tours, LLC is responsible to the participants for supplying services 
and accommodations offered to the participants as stated herein. However, as to all services furnished, including 
motorcoach transportation, in absence of their negligence, the operator, it’s retail agents and cooperation organizations, 
each and all expressly disclaim all damage, loss, or injury to property or person due to any cause whatsoever occurring 
during a tour under their management, sponsorship, procurement, or otherwise.  South of the Border Tours, LLC shall not 
be responsible for any injuries, damages or losses (including death, personal injury and property loss) caused to any traveler 
in connection with terrorist activities, social or labor unrest, theft, vandalism, mechanical or construction failures or 
difficulties, diseases, local laws, climatic conditions, abnormal conditions, or developments, or any other action, omissions 
or conditions outside South of the Border Tours’ control.  TOUR ITINERARY IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE.  South of the 
Border Tours, LLC reserves the right to change tour components, substitute hotels or alter the itinerary (either before 
departure or en route), and to make any other changes deemed necessary to carry out and maintain the quality of the tour 
in good faith to the participants. South of the Border Tours, LLC also reserves the right to cancel the tour prior to departure 
to for any reason, including insufficient participation.  South of the Border Tours, LLC liability is limited to refunding of monies 
received by client.  The refund of all payments received shall release South of the Border Tours, LLC from any further 
obligation or liability. South of the Border Tours, LLC reserves the right to remove a tour member if that member’s conduct 
becomes injurious to the pleasure and welfare of other tour members. If a participant is removed from a tour because of 
misbehavior, the participant must return home at his/her own expense and no refund is made for unused services.      
  
__________ALLIANZ TRAVEL INSURANCE:   (optional). Your insurance premium covers; trip cancellation and 
interruption, travel delay, medical expense, Emergency Medical Transportation and other useful benefits.  Please request 
enrollment form for all coverage benefits.    Travel insurance is a contract between you and the travel insurance vendor.  
The policy is very useful should you have a medical condition that may require you to cancel the tour or should you require 
emergency medical evacuation.  You are not required to use Allianz.  Any travel insurance company can be used to protect 
you in case of emergency.   An Allianz Travel Insurance policy will be sent only upon request.   You can visit their website 
at www.allianztravelinsurance.com  or call 800-284-8300  our identification number (ACCAM number) is F029755 
 

__________CANCELLATION POLICY:    All deposits are refundable less a $100 per person handling fee, with written 
notice of cancellation received at least 45 days prior to departure.  Cancellations received within 44-30 days prior 
to departure will result in forfeiture of deposit. Cancellation received within 30 days prior to departure results in 
NO REFUND unless space can be resold.  These cancellation policies are strictly enforced; we strongly recommend 
that you purchase trip cancellation insurance to safeguard yourself in a medical situation before or during a tour.       

mailto:southofthebordertours@msn.com
http://www.allianztravelinsurance.com/

