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The peoples of the Northwest Coast say that the world is as sharp as the edge of a knife. If you 

visualize that edge as a circle . . . “and if you live on the edge, that is the present moment. 

What’s inside is knowledge, experience, the past. What’s outside has yet to be experienced. The 

knife’s edge is so fine that you can live either in the past or in the future. The real trick is 

to live on the edge.”  

 

— Robert Davidson, Haida-Tlingit master carver 

  

Travel that edge with us in 2018 as we encounter the people of the First Nations of 
British Columbia and experience the world-class gardens of Vancouver and Victoria. 
Led by respected, second-generation Indian arts trader, Mark Bahti, and renowned 
horticulturist and landscape artist, Greg Corman; our host is Stephen Bernier of South 
of the Border Tours. 
 

3 nights at 4-star Westin Bayshore-Vancouver | 2 nights at 4-star Hotel Grand Pacific-Victoria 

2 nights at legendary Painter’s Lodge in Campbell River | 2 nights at tribally-owned and art-filled Kwa’lilas Hotel 

in Port Hardy 

21 amazing meals | 2 First Nation cultural centers | 3 signature botanic gardens 

plus artists, museums, galleries 
 

Day 1 — Flying in from Phoenix, we land in Vancouver in time for a 
relaxing visit to the Dr. Sun Yat Sen Classical Chinese Garden, the 
first Chinese ―scholar‘s garden‖ built outside of China, and dinner at 
Bao Bei in Chinatown. D 
 
Day 2 — Morning begins with a tour of the University of British 
Columbia‘s renowned Museum of Anthropology – the perfect starting 
point for our study of the cultures of the First Nations. In the afternoon we‘re off to VanDusen 
Botanical Gardens and its extensive collection of native British Columbia plants. Dinner will be 
in the Gardens. B, D 
  

Day 3 — Today we travel from Vancouver to Victoria via high-speed 
catamaran, sailing past the San Juan Islands on the lookout for Orcas, 
porpoises, seals and seabirds in the rich Salish Sea. Upon arrival, we step off 
our boat at our hotel and head for lunch at nearby 10 Acres, a mecca for farm 
to table dining. After lunch we‘re off on a tour of First Nations galleries 

including a visit to Alcheringa, a reception at Eagle Feather and conversations with local 
artists like Mervyn Child. B, L  
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Day 4 — World famous Butchart Gardens is on the agenda this morning – a guided tour and 
lunch are in the offing. The afternoon is yours to explore Victoria at your leisure – do some 
shopping in Old Town or plan a visit to the Royal British Columbia Museum and its First 
Nations collections, mere steps from our hotel. B, L 
  
Day 5 — On day five we board our motorcoach and head north along 
the shores of Vancouver Island. Our first stop is at Milner Gardens 
and Woodland in Qualicum Beach. We‘ll enjoy lunch in the historic 
residence overlooking the Strait of Georgia before continuing on to 
Campbell River where we board a BC Ferry to Quadra Island and the 
Nuyumbalees Cultural Centre – home of the sacred Potlatch 
collection of the Kwakwak‘wakw (Kwakiutl) people. Day‘s end finds 
us at legendary Painters Lodge. B, L, D 
 
Day 6 — It‘s time for a breather, an extra day at the ―gateway to nature‖ that is Painter‘s 
Lodge, on the shores of Campbell River and the banks of Discovery Passage. Spend the day 
salmon fishing, braving the ocean rapids, searching for grizzly bears or just relaxing in the 
woods. (Lodge adventures must be arranged in advance and are at an additional cost; more 
information later.) B 
  

Day 7 — We‘re on our way north again, heading to Port Hardy and Ft. 
Rupert to meet and spend the day with First Nations artists Tim Alfred 
and his mentor, Stan Hunt (Kwakiutl). We will be staying in Port Hardy 
at the Kwa‘lilas Hotel for the next two nights. A new, tribal-owned 
property featuring a curated selection of First Nations art, the name 
means ―a place to sleep,‖ chosen by the Gwa‘sala- ‗Nakwaxda‘xw 
elders in hopes that guests may find peaceful rest after a day of 

exploration. B, L, D 
  
Da y 8 — In the morning, we make the short drive to Port 
McNeill and board another BC Ferry to take us to Alert 
Bay. During our visit to the historic U'mista Cultural Centre, we 
will be privileged to witness a First Nations ceremonial dance in 
the Long House followed by a traditional seafood feast, sure to 
be the high point of your adventure. B, L, D 
  
Day 9 — On day nine it‘s time to journey back to Vancouver with a stop for lunch and at the 
Museum at Campbell River and not only its First Nations exhibits, but those relating the early 
pioneering past of Vancouver Island. In the afternoon we board our final BC Ferry from 
Nanaimo and check into the familiar Westin Bayshore. Our farewell dinner will be at the 
Teahouse in Stanley Park, the best spot for ―the longest sunsets in Vancouver!‖ B, L, D 

 
Day 10 — After breakfast we‘re off to the airport and 
our return to Phoenix and home. B 
 
Cost includes land and water transportation in British 
Columbia (except during free time in Victoria), 



accommodations, all meals (except two lunches and three dinners), admissions and guide 
fees (except during free time in Victoria and at Painter‘s Lodge). Airfare is not included, but 
recommendations will be made as to best choice flights from Phoenix (non-stop, if possible)  
 

 
$4275 per person | double occupancy ($1225 single supplement) 

a $500 deposit will hold your spot 
Passports are required for this tour 

 
Please note: The advertised cost for this travel program is based on the exchange rate and fuel prices/surcharges at the time of 
initial tour promotion (October 1, 2017). As is standard practice in the international tour trade, South of the Border Tours reserves 
the right to add a reasonable, additional fee in order to cover expenses should a change in the exchange rates or fuel 
prices/surcharges warrant such a fee.  

 
 Questions? Contact South of the Border Tours, 520-760-4000 

southofthebordertours@msn.com 
 

YOUR HOST AND GUIDES: 
Stephen Bernier/President of South of the Border Tours. Stephen began working to advance 
the tour and charter segments of Arizona Coach Tours/South of the Border Tours in 1984, and 
he’s been producing and escorting motorcoach groups in the Southwest U.S. and Mexico since 
1993. His list of clients includes the University of Arizona Elderhostel Program, Arizona 
Historical Society Docent Council, Sabino Canyon Volunteer Naturalists, Heard Museum Guild, 
ASU Retirees Association, Tohono Chul and many other organizations throughout the country.  

 
Mark Bahti/Art Dealer/Southwest Scholar/Author. As a second-generation trader, Mark has 
over 30 years of experience working with Southwestern tribes and their arts. He has managed 
his father’s Bahti’s Indian Arts since 1972 and opened a second shop in Santa Fe in 2007. Mark 
has updated his father’s classic series: ”Southwest Indian Arts and Crafts,” “Southwest Indian 
Tribes” and “Southwest Indian Ceremonials,” as well as penned his own "Pueblo Stories & 
Storytellers,” “Silver & Stone” and “Spirit in the Stone," among other. He is at work on a book on 
pottery artists and one on the history of Southwest Indian jewelry. An advocate for native 

peoples, Mark also serves on the boards of the Tucson Indian Center, Amerind Foundation, Institute of 
American Indian Arts' Foundation and Southwest Association on Indian Affairs, which runs the famed Santa Fe 
Indian Market. 
 

Greg Corman/Landscape Designer/Artist/Owner of Gardening Insights. Greg is recognized as a 
regional expert on aridlands plants and is regularly asked to share his knowledge with botanical 
garden docents, master gardeners and the public. His experience includes thirty years of 
horticultural and design work, mostly in desert areas of Australia, the Middle East, and the 
desert Southwest, including the Tucson Botanical Gardens and Tohono Chul. He is currently 
focused on creating sculpture for wildlife and humans, functional objects crafted from recycled 

materials and useful indoors and out. 
 
. 
 
 
DEPARTURE LOCATION & TIME:  This tour requires air transportation to and from Vancouver.   (note, airfare 
is not included in the tour rate and is at your expense).    Flight suggestions will be determined at a later date. 
You are welcome to redeem travel points should you want to take advantage of such opportunities  
 

mailto:southofthebordertours@msn.com


PRE-TRIP DOCUMENTS: Pertinent trip information, which will include any updates to the tour itinerary, 
packing tips, expected weather, participating hotel numbers, and any other shared information is sent at least 
one month prior to departure date. 
 
TRAVEL POLICIES: South of the Border Tours, Inc. (hereinafter SOBT) is responsible to the participants for 
supplying services and accommodations offered to the participants as stated herein. However, as to all 
services furnished, including motorcoach transportation, in absence of their negligence, the operator, its retail 
agents and cooperation organizations, each and all expressly disclaim all damage, loss, or injury to property or 
person due to any cause whatsoever occurring during a tour under their management, sponsorship, 
procurement, or otherwise.  SOBT shall not be responsible for any injuries, damages or losses (including 
death, personal injury and property loss) caused to any traveler in connection with terrorist activities, social or 
labor unrest, theft, vandalism, mechanical or construction failures or difficulties, diseases, local laws, climatic 
conditions, abnormal conditions, or developments, or any other action, omissions or conditions outside SOBT‘s 
control.  SOBT reserves the right to change tour components, substitute hotels or alter the itinerary (either 
before departure or en route), and to make any other changes deemed necessary to carry out and maintain the 
quality of the tour in good faith to the participants.  SOBT also reserves the right to cancel the tour prior to 
departure for any reason, including insufficient participation.  SOBT‘s liability is limited to refunding of monies 
received by client. The refund of all payments received shall release SOBT from any further obligation or 
liability. SOBT reserves the right to remove a tour member if that member‘s conduct becomes injurious to the 
pleasure and welfare of other tour members. If a participant is removed from a tour because of misbehavior, 
the participant must return home at his/her own expense and no refund is made.      
 
CANCELLATION POLICY: Initial deposit and any payments are refundable, less a $100 per person handling 
fee, with written notice of cancellation received by April 1, 2018. Cancellations received between April 2, 2018 
and August 1, 2018 will result in forfeiture of 50% of the entire trip cost per person. Cancellations received after 
August 1, 2018 result in NO REFUND unless your space can be filled. These cancellation policies are 
strictly enforced. We strongly recommend that you purchase trip cancellation insurance to safeguard 
yourself in a medical situation before or during a tour.     
 
ALLIANZ TRAVEL INSURANCE: (optional but strongly advised).  Your insurance premium covers; trip 
cancellation and interruptions, travel delay, medical expenses, Emergency Medical Transportation and other 
useful benefits.  Please request enrollement form for all coverage benefits.  Travel insurance is a contract 
between you and the travel insurance vendor.  The policy is very useful should you have a medical condition 
that may require to you to cancel the tour or should you require emergency medical evacuation. You are not 
required to use Allianz.  Any tavel insurance company can be used to protect you in case of an emergency.  An 
Allianz Travel Insurance policy will be sent only upon request.  You can visit their website at 
www.allianztravelinsurance.com  Or call 800-284-8300.  Our identification number, also called an ACCAM 
number, is F029755 
  

 

 

http://www.allianztravelinsurance.com/

