
The Heard Guild presents Mesa Verde Tour 
Featuring tours of Mesa Verde, Hovenweep, River House Ruin/San Juan River 

     

Tour Includes:    May 10-14, 2015    
 Luxury Motorcoach. Professional guides.  
 Hotels and tour expense.  All meals.  All Tips. 

                                                                Tour Highlights:  Hopi Mothers’ Day Dance   
Mesa Verde National Park, Hovenweep National Monument 

River House Ruin on the San Juan River.  

    
     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

           

           

           

                                                                        

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            DAY 4 
MESA VERDE TO WINSLOW 
This morning we depart to visit 
the unique architecture of  
Hovenweep Nat’l Monument.  
Comprised of six Puebloan-era 
villages spread over scenic 
mesatops and canyons along the 
Colorado-Utah border.  We’ll 
enjoy another spectacular picnic 
lunch before travelling to 
Winslow and the famous La 
Posada Hotel.  We’ll dine this 
evening in the award winning 
Turquoise Room.  
 
            DAY 5 

WINSLOW TO PHOENIX 
This morning we’ll visit the 
Homolovi ruins.  This vast site 
included an estimated 1200-2000 
rooms.  And it’s believed  these  
people were ancestors to the 
Hopi culture.   We’ll break for 
lunch on our way to Phoenix.  
We return to the Heard Museum 
by 5:00 pm  
Welcome Home! 
 

Come explore the largest 
archeological preserve in the United 
States.   Guided by Bob Scarborough, 
a world class trained geologist, 
Native American historian, and 
authority in the fields of archaeology 
and anthropology.    
 
Our tour will focus on Puebloan 
archeological sites of the southwest. 
We’ll spend a full day at Mesa Verde, 
exploring the spectacular Cliff Palace 
and Spruce Tree House.  Our 
upgraded accommodations feature 
private balcony’s to enjoy amazing 
views for two nights at the Far View 
Lodge in Mesa Verde.   
 
We’ll explore the remote River 
House Ruin, a lesser known 
Puebloan site along the San Juan 
River. This incredible site at Comb 
Ridge is full of rich history including 
amazing petroglyph panels as well as 
historical evidence of the Mormon 
Pioneers Hole in the Rock 
Expedition.  
 
 We'll also visit Hovenweep National 
Monument, once home to six 
Ancestral Puebloan villages.   
 
Bob will offer his theory of the 
environmental and cultural 
conditions that shaped the American 
southwest and led to the rise of the 
Puebloan cultures to retreat to these 
amazing protective cliff dwellings.   
 
Our last evening is spent at the La 
Posada Hotel, listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places.  Our 
farewell dinner will be in the famed 
Turquoise Room.   
 
  
 
This informative and enlightening 
tour promises to deliver what Heard 
Guild members have come to expect 
in our travels to the Four Corners 
region and will be sure to give you a 

DAY 1 
PHOENIX – HOPI MESA 

Departure is 7:30 am from the 
Heard Museum. We travel direct 
to second Hopi Mesa, where we’ll 
experience a spectacular  Katsina 
Mothers’ Day Dance.  Afterwards 
we’ll travel to Kayenta for our 
overnight.  Welcome dinner at the 
hotel.  
 

DAY 2 
RIVER HOUSE RUIN 

This morning we’ll travel to Bluff, 
Utah where we’ll 4x4 vehicles to 
take us through Butler Wash to 
the San Juan River. This area of 
Comb Ridge features fabulous 
petroglyph panels and a multi-
room ruin overlooking the scenic 
San Juan River. After a picnic 
lunch we’ll depart for Mesa Verde, 
arriving late in the afternoon..                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
     

DAY 3  
MESA VERDE 

Today is spent exploring Mesa 
Verde to include; Cliff Palace, 
Chapin Mesa Archeological 
Museum, Far View Ruins, and 
Spruce Tree House. Dinner 
tonight at the Metate Room.   

 
 

 
                              



 

     

 

STEPHEN BERNIER, is a second generation tour operator.   He has organized and 

produced tours of the American southwest and Mexico since 1993 for the Heard Museum Guild, 
University of Arizona Elderhostel Program/Roads Scholar, Arizona Historical Society, Tohono 
Chul Park, and Sabino Canyon Naturalists, as well as various other museums and Universities.  
Stephen is also a volunteer naturalist with Sabino Canyon Volunteer Naturalists. 

 
 

BOB SCARBOROUGH,  is a world class trained geologist with degrees from San Diego 

State University and the University of Arizona.  He has taught geology, archaeology and 
astronomy at past Audubon Institutes, and has taught many other natural history and teacher 
workshops for over twenty years.   He has amazing knowledge and expertise in the fields of 
cultural and natural history, archaeology and anthropology. His enthusiasm for all aspects of the 
southwest history and culture, is contagious.  He is currently working on a book describing the 
geological history of the Southwest and its relevance to Native American culture.   
 
 

We are proud to partner with the Heard Museum Guild for this exclusive tour. 
Your tour fare includes a $100.00 per person tax deductible donation for the 

 Heard Museum Guild. 
 
 

         TOUR ITINERARY:  We do our very best to offer the most enjoyable tour experience possible.  
         Modifications/enhancements to the tour description on this tour flyer are very possible.      
 
 

PRE-TRIP DOCUMENTS:  The confirmation of pick-up times and location, pertinent trip 
information including expected weather conditions, packing suggestions, any major updates to 
any tour components as well as participating hotel numbers will be mailed in a pre-trip 
information packet approximately three weeks prior to the trip departure.   

 
 
DEPARTURE INFO:  The Motorcoach will arrive to the Heard Museum at 7:00 am in the 
Northwest parking lot. Departure time is 7:30 am.  We encourage you to be dropped off.  If you 
are leaving a car please park in Heard parking lot Nortwest of the entrance.   If you are running 
late, please call 520-250-3266 and advise Stephen of your delay.  
 
 
TOUR ACTIVITY LEVEL:  The activity level for this tour should be considered moderate to 
high.   There will be many situations every day, where walking unassisted over uneven terrain 
will be required. You’ll also be expected to board and de-boarding all-terrain vehicles, climb 
ladders at Hopi Mesa and Mesa Verde.    

     
 


