
 

HEARD MUSEUM NAMES DAVID M. ROCHE DIRECTOR AND  
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

 

PHOENIX, Ariz. – After an extensive nationwide search, the Heard Museum in Phoenix announced 

that its Board of Trustees appointed David M. Roche as director and chief executive officer, effective 

January 1, 2016. Roche has served as the director of Sotheby’s American Indian Art Department for 

the past 18 years. During his tenure at Sotheby’s, the most important collections of American Indian 

art were entrusted to his care and resulted in landmark sales.  

Roche has consulted and lectured on American Indian art at museums and universities 

around the world including the British Museum, the Denver Art Museum, the Metropolitan Museum 

of Art and the Andy Warhol Museum. He has published on the subjects of antique and contemporary 

American Indian art, most recently in exhibition catalogues for the Museum of Art and Design’s 

Changing Hands: Art Without Reservation. 

“David’s passion for and expertise in American Indian art combined with his experience and 

leadership skills are a perfect match for the Heard Museum. The Board was unanimous in its view 

that David is the ideal director and CEO,” said Sue Navran, Chair of the Board of the Heard Museum. 

Prior to joining Sotheby’s, Roche served as the director of Gallery 10 in Scottsdale and Santa 

Fe and as vice president of Kaiser-Engler Group in New York, a firm specializing in financial and 

strategic planning for non-profit arts organizations.  

Roche has a B.A. in history from the University of Illinois and a Master in Arts Administration 

from New York University. 

When asked why he was interested in the Heard CEO position, Roche said: “The Heard 

Museum has long been a source of inspiration for me. Building on its many strengths and ensuring 

that we reach the broadest possible audience both in Phoenix and beyond strikes me as important 

and very exciting work.”   

He joins a dedicated and talented staff of the museum with a full year of programming 

underway, beginning with an exhibition of photographs from the Frida Kahlo Museum opening Oct. 
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31 and continuing until Feb. 8, 2016. 

For more information about the Heard Museum and the upcoming Frida Kahlo exhibit, visit 

heard.org.  
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Heard Museum – American Indian Art and History 
2301 North Central Ave., Phoenix, Ariz.   85004-1323 
602.252.8840 or visit heard.org 
Join us!  
facebook.com/heardmuseum 
twitter.com/heardmuseum 
youtube.com/heardmuseum  
pinterest.com/heardmuseum 
About the Heard 
Since 1929, the Heard Museum, a private non-profit organization, has enchanted visitors from around the 
world with the art, culture and history of indigenous peoples of the Americas with an emphasis on tribes and 
other cultures of the Southwest. With more than 40,000 fine artworks and cultural artifacts in its permanent 
collection, 12 long-term and changing exhibit galleries, an education center, an award-winning Shop, the Books 
& More boutique bookstore, Coffee Cantina and Courtyard Café, the Heard Museum is a place of learning, 
discovery and unforgettable experiences. 

 
Exhibit, event and program funding are provided in part by the Arizona Commission on the Arts, the Arizona 
Humanities Council, the National Endowment for the Arts, the National Endowment for the Humanities and the 
Phoenix Office of Arts and Culture.  
 
You’re receiving this information from the Heard Museum, 2301 N. Central Ave., Phoenix AZ 85004. If you do 
not wish to receive future messages from us, email news@heard.org with the word “unsubscribe” in the 
subject line. 
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