
Heard Museum Guild Presents 

Kino Heritage Tour 
Tour Highlights                                                      March 19-22, 2015 

 4 day fully inclusive tour to northern Sonora. All meals, tips and welcome receptions. 

 Visit the missions of: San Xavier, Tumacacori, San Ignacio, Magdalena de Kino, Oquitoa, 

Pitiquito, Átil, Tubutama, Caborca, Banámichi, Huépac, Aconchi, Baviácora, and Arizpe. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Kino Heritage Tour Itinerary 
 

Day 1 – Depart the Heard Museum at 7:00am. Our first stop will be at 

San Xavier, the crown jewel of the baroque Franciscan missions. We 

continue south to Tumacacori the mission is now part of the Az. State 

Park system.  We’ll enjoy lunch in the mesquite grove. After an easy 

border crossing in Nogales, we’ll visit Magdalena to see father Kino’s 

remains in his mausoleum in the plaza. We arrive in Caborca and 

check into El Camino Hotel. Welcome party & Carne Asada by the pool.    

 

Day 2 – Breakfast at hotel.   Visit:  Oquitoa,  Atil, and Tubutama - 

lunch.  Afterwards, we’ll see Pitiquito before returning to the hotel. 

We’ll have time to rest before visiting the Caborca church around 

sunset.  Tonight dinner at the hotel.    

 

Day 3 – Breakfast at hotel. Our first stop is at Trincheras, a fortified 

mountain built by early inhabitants of the region.  We then visit San 

Ignacio for lunch at the sacristan’s house. After lunch we continue our 

journey east to the Rio Sonora to visit mission communities of 

Banámichi, Huépac, Aconchi, Baviácora. and Arizpe. We overnight at 

the beautiful Posada del Rio on the plaza in Banamichi. Tonight we’re 

treated to a Ballet Folklorico dance by local students.  

 
Day 4 – Today we take time to visit local artisans before we make our 

way north to Arizpe, where Juan Bautista de Anza is buried in the 

church floor.  Afterwards we depart for the border to cross in Naco, Az.  

Rest breaks in route to arrive in Phoenix by 7:00 pm. 

 

Tour Fare: 
$850. per person twin occupancy 

$250 single supplement. Limited single rooms avail. 
 
 

 Travel with us in the footsteps of legendary Jesuit missionary, explorer, cartographer, and agriculturist Father Eusebio Francisco 
Kino and explore the mission districts of the Pimería Alta (northern Sonora). 

 
You’ll be escorted aboard luxury coach by cultural interpreter Greg Scott.  A special treat is a visit these churches in the company 
of Gloria Giffords, painter and art conservator whose expertise on the churches and religious art of New Spain will offer us new 
perspectives on their origins and significance.    We’ll spend four adventurous days visiting the missions in this region, enjoying 

the local cuisine and spending time with the wonderful people that provide the warm hospitality of Northern Sonora.   
 

Also joining us is Jesús García, Education Specialist at the Arizona-Sonora Desert Museum and one of the founder of the Kino 
Heritage Fruit Trees Project.  Introduced by both Jesuit and Franciscan missionaries in the 17th and 18th centuries, pomegranate, 

quince and fig were just some of the many examples of Mediterranean species planted in Andalusian orchards stylized after 
those in the southern region of the Iberian Peninsula. Over decades, cuttings made their way into backyard gardens, once 

prevalent in Tucson, joining New World vegetables and lots of ornamental color, all mixed together in harmony. For the past ten 
years, García has been part of a group of dedicated researchers tracking and locating original stock so that these botanically and 

culturally significant trees can be found in Tucson backyards once again. 
   

   


